STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19, 568

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fami |ies, Economi c Services, termnating the
paynment of any Reach Up Fi nancial Assistance (RUFA) benefits.
The issue is whether the regulations require that no benefits
be paid to a househol d whenever the anmount of its RUFA
paynent is determ ned to be under $10 a nonth. The foll ow ng

facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner lives with her son. Her son receives
Soci al Security benefits and the petitioner receives SSI.
Because the earnings of SSI recipients are exenpted from
RUFA, ' the petitioner's RUFA grant is based solely on her
son's needs and i ncone.

2. Prior to January 1, 2005, the petitioner's son's

Soci al Security benefit was $440 a nonth. The RUFA paynent

! This favors all households with SSI recipients.
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standard for a one-person household was $458. 80 a nonth.
This resulted in a RUFA paynent of $18 a nonth.

3. Effective January 1, 2005, the petitioner's son's
Social Security was increased to $450 a nonth. The RUFA
paynent standard ($458.80) did not change.

4. On January 8, 2005 the Departnment notified the
petitioner that due to the increase in her son's incone, her
nont hly RUFA benefit woul d decrease to $8, but that because
this was | ess than $10 a nonth, no RUFA benefit would
actually be paid to her.

5. The petitioner argues (not unreasonably) that RUFA
paynments shoul d be rounded up to $10 a nont h whenever the

actual payment conputation falls bel ow $10.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
WA M 8§ 2241 provides:

The anobunt of assistance paynent shall be the anpbunt of
t he budgetary deficit rounded down to the nearest | ower
whol e dol | ar amount. Except for famlies receiving
parent share paynents (2333.2), no paynent shall be nade
toafamly in any nonth in which the anount of

assi stance is determ ned to be I ess than $10.00 for that
month, prior to any recoupnent applied to the grant. An
assi stance group not receiving paynent sol ely because

t he paynment woul d be |l ess than $10 shall be consi dered
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eligible for Reach Up for all other purposes (i.e.,

shall be eligible for Medicaid and services provided

t hrough the services conponent of the Reach Up program

This will also apply in cases where an assi stance

group’s paynment of 99 cents or |ess has been rounded

down to zero.

In this case, there is no dispute that the Departnent
correctly applied the above provisions to the petitioner's
situation. Therefore, although the Board m ght not agree
with the result as a matter of policy, it is bound by law to

affirmthe Departnment's decision. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d), Fair

Hearing Rule No. 17.



